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1 January

1752 Becomes the first day of the year in England

1772 First travellers cheques issued, in USA

1808 USA bans the import of slaves

1829 First full-page advertisement appears in a newspaper

1850 First picture postage stamps issued, in Australia

1875 Midland Railways abolished second class, leaving just first and third
1891 First old age pensions paid, in Germany

1909 Payment of first state old age pensions paid in Britain

1912 Post Office takes over National Telephone Company

1931 Third party insurance becomes compulsory for motorists

1939 Formation of Hewlett Packard

1947 Coalmines are nationalised

1948 Railways are nationalised

1960 France introduces new france worth 100 old frances

1970 Age of majority is reduced from 21 to 18

1973 UK, Irish Republic and Denmark join the European Community
1984 American telephone company AT&T is broken into 24 companies
1993 European Union single market comes into existence

1999 Eleven states of European Union adopt the euro as their currency
2012 New 5p and 10p coins of nickel-plated steel are issued

2 January

1893 First commemorative postage stamps issued, in USA

1917 Royal Bank of Canada takes over Quebec Bank

1957 Merger of stock exchanges in San Franciso and Los Angeles
1974 Some museums introduce admission charges

1993 First “booze cruise” to France to buy drink at lower tax rates

3 January

1831 Formation of first building society in USA

1958 Netherlands nationalises its banks

1977 Roy Jenkins becomes President of the European Economic Community
1984 Launch of FT-SE 100 index with a base of 1000

1988 Margaret Thatcher becomes longest serving prime minister of 20t century
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4 January

1910 First sitting of juvenile courts in Britain

1928 State pensions are increased to ten shillings (50p) a week

1936 US magazine Billboard publishes first charts of popular music

1965 Leo Fender sells his guitar company to CBS for $13 million

1972 Hewlett Packard introduces the first hand-held calculator

1972 Rose Heilbron becomes the first woman High Court judge

1980 USA imposes a grain embargo on USSR

1999 Euro starts trading as a currency

2011 Rate of VAT rises to 20%

5 January

1066 Death of Edward the Confessor

1797 First top hat worn in London

1926 First payment of war widows’ pensions

1930 Stalin declares that all Russian farms are collectives

1965 Prince William of Gloucester becomes first royal to enter commerce

2008 John Lafferty becomes Britain’s first blind full-time judge

6 January

1908 Pearson family buy The Times

1916 House of Commons votes in favour of conscription

1974 First professional football matches played on a Sunday

1980 President Carter authorises $1.2 billion in federal loans to save Chrysler

1992 Inland Revenue issues statement of practice SP1/92 on Lennartz accounting for VAT

2009 iTunes announces that 6 billion songs have been downloaded from its website

7 January

1782 Bank of North America starts trading, becoming the first US commercial bank

1909 Date of first pilot’s licence in UK

1958 Chancellor and two Treasury ministers resign in protest at prime minister’s spending
plans

1964 Leyland Motor Corp defy US ban on Cuban trade by selling 450 buses

1965 Kray brothers are held in custody for demanding money with menaces

1993 Ford unveils the Mondeo

2011 David Chaytor, Labour MP, is imprisoned for falsifying his expenses

8 January

1889 Herman Hollreith is given first patent for an electric tabulating machine

1925 First time that there is a choice of radio programme: news or a weather report

1932 Archbishop of Canterbury forbids remarriage of divorcees in church

1940 First food rationing introduced in second world war



1982 AT&T is divested of its 22 Bell Systems companies in USA

1987 Dow Jones index tops 2000 for first time

1992 British Steel announces closure of Ravenscraig plant in Scotland

1996 Labour’s women-only shortlists are ruled illegal

9 January

1799 Income tax is introduced in Britain as a temporary measure to raise funds to fight
Napoleon

1934 Price of butter is reduced to 10d (4.2p) a pound

1957 First television detector van introduced

1965 Release of James Bond film Goldfinger

1973 Pop group Pink Floyd finishes recording Money

1975 Beatles dissolved as a partnership by the High Court

1986 Kodak discontinues instant cameras after losing patent case with Polaroid

2001 iTunes becomes available

2008 Death of John Harvey-Jones, chairman of ICl and business adviser

2011 Twitter bans celebrity endorsements of consumer products

10 January

1491 First copyright granted, for a work in Venice

1843 First telegram sent

1940 Pitman issues its first explanatory sheet for shorthand

1979 Prime minister Jim Callaghan flies back to Britain, denying there is any crisis

1990 Time Warner is created from a merger

2001 Wikipedia goes online

11 January

1569 Start of first recorded lottery in England, at west door of St Paul’s Cathedral

1759 Formation of first life insurance company, in Pennsylvania

1858 Birth of Henry Selfridge, founder of department store

1917 Government issues war loan securities

1967 Cathy Come Home is shown on television, leading to rethink on homelessness

1989 Flotation announced for Abbey National

1993 British Airways pays Virgin £3 million for compensation for dirty tricks

2015 World leaders parade in Paris in Je Suis Charlie protest

12 January

1927 Government cuts the pay of postal workers

1948 First full-size supermarket opens in Britain, Co-op in Manor Park

1948 US Supreme Court orders Oklahoma to admit a black girl to law school

1959 Berry Gordy borrows $800 to found Motown record company

1966 Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) declares independence from Britain

2010 First major criminal trial without a jury in 400 years: £1.75m hold-up at Heathrow



13 January

1913 First sickness and maternity benefits are paid from national insurance

1943 Government decrees that all school uniforms must be grey or blue, to save dye
1958 Civil servant Irene Ferguson becomes a man and gets an immediate pay rise
1976 Denis Healey asks IMF for a £1 bn loan

1994 Westminster Council’s sale of council houses is held to be illegal

14 January

1941 Government takes sweeping powers to control food prices

1963 French leader Charles de Gaulle blocks UK membership of Common Market
1992 Bank of Credit and Commerce International goes into liquidation

2000 Dow Jones reaches a new peak of 11722.98 on height of dot.com mania
2012 Death of Lesley Strathie, chief executive of HMRC

15 January

1926 Board formed to co-ordinate electricity supplies in a grid

1957 Egypt nationalises all British and French banks

1967 Britain enters first round of talks to join European Community

1971 Decimal coins are introduced in UK

1971 High Court rules in Bridge House (Reigate) Ltd that extension of sewer is not plant. The
decision is appealed

1971 High Court rules in Philippi v CIR on surtax avoidance. The case is appealed

2003 US Supreme Court case Eldred v Ashcroft on extension of copyright

2013 HMV Group goes into administration

16 January

1861 Otis is given a patent for a steam elevator

1863 President Lincoln signs Emancipation Bill freeing slaves in rebel states
1903 Exhibition shows first fully enclosed four-seater car

1913 Colour film is demonstrated in London

1917 Danish West Indies is sold to USA for $25 million

1920 Inaugural meeting of League of Nations, boycotted by USA

1920 USA 18™ amendment takes effect banning sale of liquor

1979 High Court rules that playing records in a shop is a copyright performance
1981 Greece joins EEC

1992 High Court rules in Lewis v Walters on when a lease is a wasting asset
2008 Start of lengthy litigation on the legality of bank charges

2013 UK branches of Blockbuster go into administration

17 January
1648 Long Parliament passes vote of no confidence in Charles | leading to civil war
1968 British Motor Corporation and Leyland announce merger to form British Leyland



1975 Closure of Imperial Typewriters
2000 Announcement of merger to form GlaxoSmithKlein
2011 Apple shares lose 7.5% value when Steve Jobs takes sick leave

18 January

1919 Formation of Bentley Motors

1923 German mark plunges to 112,000 for £1

1967 Premier of film Fistful of Dollars

1972 Completion of successful negotiations to join Common Market (later European Union)
1973 Eleven Clay Cross councillors are surcharged for not increasing council house rent
1991 Eastern Airlines closes after 62 years because of financial problems

19 January

1912 Merger agreed between London General Omnibus Company and London Underground
Electric Railways

1932 Hoover decides to build a factory in Pinner, Middlesex

1976 Beatles turn down $30 million offer to perform live

1986 Spread of first known computer virus, called Brian

1993 IBM announces then record for a corporate loss, $4.97 billion

2012 Kodak files for bankruptcy under chapter 11 in USA

20 January

1934 Formation of Fuji Photo Film Co Ltd
1964 Trial starts of Great Train Robbers
1971 First strike by postmen

1972 Unemployed exceeds one million

21 January

1980 Gold reaches then record of $850 an ounce

1981 First De Lorean car produced in Northern Ireland

2000 Court of Appeal rules that Equitable Life must pay same bonuses on all policies, forcing
the company into insolvency

22 January

1889 Formation of Columbia Phonograph Company

1924 Labour party wins its first general election

1947 Meat ration is reduced from 1s 2d to 1 shilling a week

1974 Spain allows the peseta to float

1993 Eddie George is appointed Governor of the Bank of England

2013 Prime minister David Cameron announces plans for in/out referendum on EU

23 January
1964 USA ratifies 24™" amendment prohibiting use of poll taxes in elections



1967 Milton Keynes is founded as a new town

1968 Birmingham law courts say they will dismiss staff who wear miniskirts

1977 Inland Revenue prepares a list of pop stars to investigate for tax

2002 Vodafone announces it has 100 million customers

24 January

1848 Gold is discovered in California

1869 Patent issued for an engine that runs on gas

1916 US Supreme Court rules that federal income tax is legal

1965 Death of British statesman Sir Winston Churchill

1984 First Apple Macintosh goes on sale

2012 National debt reported to have reached £1 trillion

25 January

1916 High Court rules in Gresham Life Assurance Society Ltd v A-G that an inspector cannot
make an agreement on what income is taxable

1918 Meat is banned for two days a week as part of meat rationing

1921 First women jurors for a divorce trial are sworn in

1923 Germany attacks French troops seizing German assets as war reparations

1955 Government announces plans to pay women civil servants the same as men

1956 First television money price: £1,024 won on Double Your Money

1974 First major North Sea oil find announced by BP

1981 Four Labour politicians sign Limehouse Declaration leading to formation of SDP

2005 Bill Gates makes world record donation of $750 million for vaccines for world’s children

26 January

1788 First British convicts arrive in Australia

1920 High Court rules in McLaughlin v Bailey on the taxation of stud fees. The case went to
the Court of Appeal.

1940 Women’s groups meet government to demand equal pay for women munitions workers

1968 National Provincial and Westminster Banks merge to form National Westminster

1983 Release of Lotus 1-2-3 software for IBM-compatible computers

1995 Cadbury Schweppes buys Dr Pepper and Seven Up

27 January

1915 High court rules in Gundry v Dunham tax case. It goes to appeal

1916 Law is passed to introduce conscription

1930 Women civil servants vote in favour of compulsory retirement on marriage

1948 Doctors threaten to boycott new National Health Service

1970 High court rules in General Reinsurance v Tomlinson on taxation of reinsurance

28 January

1707 First paid-for advertisement in publication



1878 First full-time telephone operator starts work

1896 First conviction for speeding: C W Powell charged with exceeding 2 mph

1918 High Court rules in Rotunda Hospital v Coman that letting a room was trading. Upheld
on appeal

1918 High Court rules in Malcolm v Lockhart that service fees for a stallion is a taxable trade

1998 Ford announces a buyout of Volvo

29 January

1728 First performance of Gay’s Beggar’s Opera

1841 Post Office starts selling postage paid envelopes

1886 Patent is given to Karl Benz for first successful petrol-driven car

1927 Opening of Park Lane Hotel, first hotel where each room has private bathroom
1963 General de Gaulle of France vetoes Britain joining Common Market

2012 Queen becomes Britain’s longest reigning monarch

30 January

1649 Execution of king Charles |

1933 Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany

1969 High Court bans 13 trouble makers from London School of Economics

31 January

1913 Court of Sessions rules in Darngavil Coal Co v Francis on tax allowability of hire purchase
1966 Britain bans trade with Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe)

1971 Radio licences are abolished

1983 Wearing seat belts becomes compulsory in Britain

1992 Trading floor of London Stock Exchange is used for last time

1994 BMW announces purchase of Rover cars

1995 President Clinton invokes emergency powers to make $20 billion loan to Mexico
2006 Alan Greenspan retires as chairman of US Federal Reserve after 19 years

2011 Liverpool football club pays record £50 million to buy Fernando Torres

2012 Fred Goodwin, director of Royal Bank of Scotland, is stripped of his knighthood

1 February

1865 Abraham Lincoln signs 13" amendment abolishing slavery

1910 First labour exchanges open in Britain

1915 Passports require photographs

1923 France puts a cordon round Ruhr to stop Germany moving goods to avoid paying war
reparations

1923 German mark plunges to £1 = 220,000 M

1944 Clothing restrictions relaxed, allowing turn-ups on trousers, lined pockets, double-
breasted suits and pleated skirts

1949 Clothes rationing ends



1956 Birth of Inland Revenue clerk Lucy Irvine whose subsequent island sojourn with Gerald
Kingsland is made into film Castaway where she is played by Amanda Donohoe

1973 Women are allowed on the floor of London Stock Exchange

1974 Great Train Robber Ronald Biggs is arrested

1984 Announced that the decimal halfpenny will be demonetised

2011 Citigroup gain control of record company HMV

2017 Death of Ken Morrison, son of supermarket founder

2 February

1880 First import of frozen meat into Britain

1942 Children are given free cod liver oil

1955 Government announces plans to build a motorway network

1998 Standard and Poors 500 index closes above 1000 for first time

3 February

1690 First paper money issued in USA, in Massachusetts

1942 Government rules that a suit must not cost more than £4 18s 8d

1983 Unemployed reaches record 3,224,715

1989 BT announces closure of chatlines after a 12-year old girl tried to kill herself after
running up a £2,400 bill

2005 Aftah Ahmed becomes first person in Britain to be sentenced by mobile phone. He was
given a community service for a bankruptcy offence. He was delayed in traffic

4 February

1918 Westminster Bank is formed when London County and Westminster take over Parr’s
Bank

1971 Rolls-Royce declares itself bankrupt and is subsequently nationalised

1974 Miners vote to strike, widely seen as ending Heath government

5 February

1921 Germany protests at reparations bill for first world war demanded by allies

1923 Lloyd’s Bank takes over Cox’s Bank

1953 End of sweet rationing

1958 It is announced that Mayfair will be the first street to have parking meters

1967 Dr Emil Savundra appears on David Frost show being frivolous about the crash of his
insurance company. He is arrested five days later

1982 Lake Airways goes bust

1989 Launch of Sky Television

1996 Start of first privatised train service

2009 Bank base rated reduced to then record of 1.0%

2010 Three Labour MPs are charged with theft for their expense claims



6 February

1918 Royal Assent given to bill granting votes to wives aged 30, first women’s votes

1952 Death of George VI. Accession of the Queen

1976 Lockheed admits it paid $1.1 million to Prince Bernhard of Netherlands

7 February

1906 First Labour MPs elected to Parliament in general election

1924 Helena Normanton becomes first woman barrister to practise at Old Bailey

1934 Court of Appeal finds in favour of Duke of Westminster in tax avoidance case

1946 Re-introduction of food rationing

2002 Announced that the average house price in Britain is now more than £100,000

8 February

1933 Hoover starts selling carpet cleaners

1951 King George VI gets a 10% pay rise, first in his reign

1966 Start of Laker Airways

1988 First Red Nose Day held for Comic Relief

9 February

1909 Court rules that a woman is not entitled to a divorce when her husband leaves her

1927 Morris Motors buys Wolesley Motors

1937 Price of cheapest television set falls from 95 guineas to 60 guineas (£63)

1942 Introduction of soap rationing

1944 King George VI and Queen join miners for a one shilling lunch

1962 Stock exchange opens in Taiwan

1972 State of emergency declared as miners strike

10 February

1840 Marriage of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert

1923 German central bank starts large-scale selling of gold in desperate effort to support
mark

1942 First presentation of a gold disc, to Glenn Miller for Chattanooga Choo Choo

1966 Watney’s increases price of beer by a penny to 1s 8d

1998 First conviction for hate crime in cyber space

2004 Coca-Cola starts selling Desani tap water. It is withdrawn after five weeks

11 February

1531
1905
1916
1974
1993

Henry VIl is recognised as supreme head of Church of England

Prince and Princess of Wales attend Motor Show to help end prejudice against cars
First concert by Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, first orchestra funded by tax
Petrol prices rises to 52p a gallon

Queen announces she will pay income tax



2010

Football manager Harry Redknapp appears in court on charges of tax evasion. He is
acquitted

12 February

1937
1943
1969
1970

2010

Price of petrol rises by halfpenny to 1s 7d a gallon

Creation of charity Nuffield Foundation

High Court rules in Jones v Shell Petroleum Co Ltd on management expenses and double
taxation relief. Case is appealed

Court of Appeal rules in B S C Footwear Ltd v Ridgway on stock valuation. Case is
appealed

Court of Appeal upholds BA’s decision to sack a Christian worker for wearing a cross

13 February

1914 Formation of American Society of Composers Authors and Publishers (ASCAP) to collect
royalties

1978 Anna Ford becomes Britain’s first female newsreader

2012 Rangers Football Club goes into administration over unpaid tax

14 February

1924 Founding of computer company IBM

1929 Al Capone murders seven gangsters in Chicago

1946 IBM introduces first calculator with a memory

1980 Government halves benefits paid to strikers

2002 For first time, a robot presses the button to open New York Stock Exchange

2006 Britain agrees to droit de suite, royalty payment to artists

15 February

1916 Imports of paper and tobacco are banned

1928 Death of Herbert Asquith, prime minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer
1965 The Beatles record Ticket to Ride

1971 Britain adopts decimal currency

1980 Middle management of British Steel pass vote of no confidence in senior management
16 February

1659 First known cheque drawn on a British bank

1921 Unemployed benefit increased from 15 shillings to 18 shillings a week
1937 Britain halts all aid to Spain during its civil war

1937 Invention of nylon

1972 Start of miners strike, leading to confrontation with Heath government
2010 Robert Gaines-Cooper loses tax case in Court of Appeal about residence
17 February

1920 Police told they will be given cars to use



1972 Volkswagen produce 15,007,034 Beetle, beating Ford Model T record

1978 Inflation falls to 9.5%, first time in single figures for five years

2008 Government nationalises Northern Rock

18 February

1948 Doctors vote 85% against formation of National Health Service

1949 Millionth ton of food airlifted into Berlin during Soviet blockade

2011 New guidelines allow mixed race adoptions

19 February

1916 National Savings certificates go on sale

1964 Half a ton of Beatles wigs are exported from UK to USA

1968 Home Office launches campaign Watch Out! There’s A Thief About

1973 Court of Appeal rules on Turner v Follett on tax liability of a gift of shares

1982 De Lorean cars goes into receivership

2009 Vantis is appointed joint receivers of Stanford International Bank Ltd. Non-payment for
this work pushes Vantis into administration 16 months later

20 February

1896 First screening of a film before a paying audience

1939 Nylon stockings go on sale in US for $1.15 a pair

1950 Government freezes all civil service wages

1951 Birth of Gordon Brown, British prime minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer

1968 Law passed to end free school milk, and increase national insurance

1969 Lloyd’s of London says it will admit women members from 1970

1973 Court of Appeal rules in Arranmore Investments on error or mistake tax relief

21 February

1943
1956
1960
1964
2000

Birth of Paul Kirchhof, German tax expert
Duke of Edinburgh launches his award scheme
All businesses in Cuba are nationalised

First issue of £10 notes since the war

Jamelia issues record Money

22 February

1819
1879
1881
1980

USA buys Florida from Spain

Opening of Woolworth in USA, first mixed goods store. Nothing costs more than 5 cents
Thomas Edison and Graham Bell form Oriental Telephone Company

Israel announces the shekel will replace pound as currency

23 February

1883
1916

Alabama becomes first US state to enact an antitrust law against monopolies
Government asks wealthy families to release servants to fight in war



1924 Britain agrees to accept 5% of Germany’s war reparations, rather than 26%

1954 IBM announces it has invented a transceiver capable of transmitting data down a
telephone line

1995 Dow Jones index finishes above 4000 for first time

24 February

1865 Tennessee abolishes slavery

1902 London Post Office opens first public telephone exchange

1909 Formation of Hudson Motor Car Company

1938 First nylon product, toothbrushes, go on sale in UK

2010 Announced that there have been 10 billion downloads from iTunes

25 February

1913 USA introduces federal income tax

1915 Court of Sessions rules in Grahamston Iron Co v Crawford that a company cannot claim

tax relief for trade association levy
1918 Meat, butter and margarine are rationed
1919 First tax on petrol, one cent a gallon in Oregon

1923 French occupy more of Rhine and tighten blockade to seize more German goods to pay

war reparations
1928 First television licence granted, in USA
1946 Announced that London has only one week’s supply of coal
1964 The Beatles record Can’t Buy Me Love
1967 Birth of rogue trader Nick Leeson
1988 Government announces plans to privatise electricity companies
1994 Granada takes over Weekend Television in hostile bid

26 February

1829 Birth of Levi Strauss, American clothes designer

1918 Labour party commits itself to mass nationalisation
1993 Bomb goes off under World Trade Center, New York
1995 Barings Bank collapses because of losses by Nick Leeson
2002 System of congestion charging in London is approved

27 February

1900 Formation of Labour party

1976 Post Office ends Sunday collections and Saturday afternoon openings

2007 Stock markets fall in “Chinese correction” as China revises its growth figures

28 February

1919 Court of Appeal rules in Rotunda Hospital v Coman that letting of hall for entertainment

by hospital was trading income. Upheld by House of Lords
1966 Cavern Club, Beatles home in Liverpool, closes with debts of £10,000



2007 Death of Charles Forte, English hotelier

29 February

1924 Second reading of bill to give votes to all women over 21

1936 President Roosevelt signs bill banning loans to countries at war

1 March

1943 USA rations shoes to three pairs a year to save leather

1947 International Monetary Fund comes into existence

1966 Announced that Britain will switch to decimal currency in 1971

1968 Law restricts rights of Commonwealth citizens to come to UK

2011 European Court says it is illegal to consider a person’s sex for insurance premiums

2 March

1861 Serfdom is abolished in Russia

1925 Austria adopts the schilling as its currency

1972 Start of power cuts during miners strike

3 March

1884 US Supreme Court rules that paper money may be issued

1902 US Supreme Court rules that financial futures are illegal speculation

1916 Court of Appeal rules in R v CIR ex parte Newmarket Division of Suffolk that an under-
age jockey could be personally assessed for income tax

1918 Russia signs peace deal, surrendering territory and paying reparations

1923 French occupy ports of Mannheim to keep German goods to pay war reparations

1938 OQil is discovered in Saudi Arabia

1942 Board of Trade bans long skirts, turn-ups, sleeve buttons and double-breasted coats to
save cloth during war

1943 King George VI is discovered working in a munitions factory

1964 Beeching Report announces mass closure of railway lines

1971 Court of Appeal rules in Lupton v Cadogan Gardens Development Ltd on entitlement to
leased assets

1988 Liberal Democrats formed from merger of SDP and Liberal parties

4 March

1763 First known printed cheque

1927 Price of a four pound loaf of bread is reduced to nine pence.

1945 Princess Elizabeth (now Queen) starts wartime work as an army driver

1955 Burnham Committee recommends that women teachers are paid same as men

1967 First North Sea gas is pumped ashore

1968 Clearance of first British cheque written in decimal currency



1971 High Court rules in Hasloch v CIR on tax on bonus issue of shares with redemption of
preference shares

1971 Rolling Stones announce they are moving to France to avoid high UK tax rates

1972 First football pools win of more than £500,000

5 March

1885 First performance by Stock Exchange Orchestra and Choral Society

1923 USA introduces its first old age pensions

1933 President Roosevelt declares a bank holiday and freezes financial transactions to try to
end depression

1942 Civil service removes pencil sharpeners for wartime saving on pencils

1971 High Court rules in CIR v Anderson on whether life assurance policy has been varied

1971 High Court rules in Restorick v Baker on family allowances

1976 Value of pound falls below S2 for first time

1989 Time Inc and Warner Communications announce merger plans

2012 Allen Standord found guilty of £7 billion fraud

6 March

1926 Birth of Alan Greenspan, American economist

1930 First retail sales of frozen foods, in USA

1933 US banks ordered to close while they are examined for liquidity
1984 Start of miners strike, that leads to bitter confrontation

1987 Car ferry Herald of Free Enterprise capsizes at Zeebrugge

7 March

1916 Founding of BMW motor company

1918 In Russia, Bolsheviks change name to Communist party

1936 German troops enter Rhineland in defiance of Versailles Treaty

1946 British Medical Association sets up a fund to fight proposals for National Health Service
1971 Postal strike ends, after 47 days

1988 Bank of England ends attempt to peg sterling to deutschmark

8 March

1921 Allied troops occupy Germany in effort to enforce collection of reparations
1946 Bananas arrive in Britain for first time since 1939

1974 End of three-day working week ordered by Heath government

2011 Teacher Steve Whiteley wins £1.4 million with £2 stake in largest Tote pay-out

9 March

1973 Court of Session rules in MacTaggart Scott & Co Ltd v CIR on a shortfall in a distribution
1989 Archbishop Marcinkus is sacked as head of scandal-ridden Vatican Bank

2000 Creation of Nupedia, which becomes Wikipedia



10 March

1495 First known mention of marmalade, on a cargo list

1876 First telephone conversation: Alexander Graham Bell calls in his assistant Thomas
Watson

1916 Government calls for less extravagance in women’s clothing as part of war effort

1935 Hitler renounces Versailles Treaty

1944 Government issues proposals to allow women to continue teaching after marriage

1981 Budget that raises taxes during recession, defying Keynesian theory

1993 Death of Cyril Northcote Parkinson, creator of Parkinson’s Law

11 March

1901 Start of first regular haulier business

1916 Birth of Harold Wilson, British prime minister

1919 Allies agree temporary food relief to stop Germans starving

1940 Start of meat rationing

1985 Mohammed al-Fayed buys Harrods store

1988 English pound notes cease to be legal tender

2010 Three Labour MPs, Elliot Morley, David Chaytor and Jim Devine, appear in court on theft
charges relating to their expenses

2011 Paul Di’'Anno, former lead singer of Iron Maiden, sent to prison for nine months for
falsely claiming £45,000 in benefits

12 March

1830 US Supreme Court rules that state loan certificates are unlawful

1933 Some US banks are allowed to reopen after six days’ examination for liquidity

1935 House of Lords starts to hear appeal in Duke of Westminster v Inland Revenue on tax
avoidance

1970 First time 18-year olds vote in British election: by-election in Bridgwater

1971 High court rules in Beattie v Jenkinson on taxation of short-term gains

1979 Start of European Monetary System, precursor to euro

1993 BBC scraps soap opera El Dorado

2010 Accountants PwC qualify accounts of Blockbuster as a going concern

13 March

1918 School leaving age is raised to 14

1921 House of Lords rules in R v CIR re Dr Barbado’s on charity’s claim to relief on investment
income when that investment was passed to resolve dispute with next of kin

1947 Government bans midweek sport to boost productivity

1961 White fivers cease to be legal tender

1973 High court rules in United Friendly Insurance Co Ltd v Eady on when expenses relief may
be claimed

1986 The Sun headline: Freddie Starr ate my hamster. He hadn’t



14 March

1489 Queen of Cyprus sells her kingdom to Venice

1934 Prices of eggs falls to 6d a dozen, lowest price since 1914

1938 Germany invades Austria

1940 Glenn Miller pays just $4.88 income tax, explaining many musicians owe him money
1984 Abolition of tax relief for life assurance premiums

15 March

1812 Luddites attack wool processing plant in West Yorkshire

1900 USA joins the gold standard

1909 Opening of first branch of Selfridge’s

1927 Price of petrol falls to 1s 4% a gallon

1933 Hitler proclaims the Third Reich

1949 Clothes rationing ends

1972 High court rules in Macpherson v Hall on identification rules for taxing short-term gains
1972 High court rules in McMann v Shaw on taxation of compensation for loss of office
1975 Death of shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis

2012 European court rules that dentist need not pay copyright on background music

16 March

1888 First recorded sale of a motor car

1904 First issue of a book of postage stamps

1917 Abdication of Tsar of Russia

1958 Bishop of Woolwich says that mothers who work are enemies of family life
1963 Death of Lord Beveridge, who wrote report to reform welfare state

17 March

1337 Creation of first dukedom: Edward made Duke of Cornwall

1703 Firstillustrated advertisement in a British newspaper: for chocolate

1845 Patentissued for rubber band

1931 State of Nevada legalises gambling

1942 Government announces fuel rationing

1952 Government Utility scheme for consumer goods ends

1960 New £5 note goes into circulation

1971 BBC and Performing Rights Society go to copyright tribunal in dispute on fees

1992 HSBC formally agrees takeover of Midland Bank

2010 Sian Williams offers to read BBC News in the nude after losing a case for tax relief on
clothing

18 March

1858 Birth of Rudolf Diesel, German motor inventor

1915 Government calls up women to work in factories while men are fighting
1926 Cash on delivery parcel service is introduced



1949 Eire proclaims itself the Republic of Ireland

1963 Performing Right Society fixes copyright fee for bingo at 15p a session

1968 US Congress repeals provision requiring banks to have a gold reserve

1980 Margaret Thatcher says Britain will withhold Britain’s VAT payments if EEC does not
agree budget rebate

1999 First Internet downloads offered, by a French company

2003 Government recognises British Sign Language as an official language

2008 Details are published of Paul McCartney’s £24 million divorce from Heather Mills

19 March

1850 Founding of American Express

1940 First known prosecution for ration busting. Woman fined £75 for buying 140 weeks’
worth of sugar

1941 Government orders mass production of vegetable sausages sold at 8d a pound

1945 Hitler orders destruction of German infrastructure

1973 High court rules in Clark v Follett whether land sale was a trade

2005 Death of John De Lorean, car maker

2017 Prime minister gives two years’ notice that Britain is leaving the EU

20 March

1602 Issue of first known share certificate: Dutch East India Company

1715 Ordered that the salary of composer Bach at Weimar should be the same as the
Kappellmeister

1819 Burlington Arcade opens in London

1935 House of Lords finishes hearing case Duke of Westminster v Inland Revenue on tax
avoidance scheme

1937 Announced that new coinage for George VI will include a 12-sided threepence

1946 Women are allowed to become diplomats provided they do not marry

1976 Kidnapped heiress Patty Hearst is found guilty of bank robbery with her kidnappers

1991 Michael Jackson is paid $18 million advance for his aloum Dangerous

21 March

1916 Imports of pianos, motors and spirits are banned as wartime measure

1923 Scientists say that smoking is healthy as nicotine forms anti-bacterial agents

1934 High court gives its ruling on Duke of Westminster v Inland Revenue on tax avoidance

22 March

1765 Stamp Act imposes stamp duty on American colonies

1851 First known advertisement for stamp collectors

1972 House of Lords rules in Helical Bar Ltd on tax consequences of a change of accounting
date

1972 House of Lords rules in Pearlberg v Varity that there was no injustice in issuing a tax

assessment when the taxpayer can appeal against them



1973 Counter-Inflation Act becomes law
2003 Start of US and UK invasion of Iraq

23 March

1857 First escalator installed in a department store, in New York

1923 lIrish Free State imposes 33.3% duty on British goods

1971 High Court rules in Owen v Burden on tax allowability of attending a conference.
Decision was appealed

1992 Death of Friedrich Hayek, Austrian economist

24 March

1603 Accession of James VI of Scotland as James | of England on death of Elizabeth |

1920 Court of Appeal rules in tax case Beford College v Guest

1922 Birth of Theo Albrecht, founder of Aldi supermarkets

1926 Opening of first Safeway store, in Maryland

1947 Birth of English entrepreneur Alan Sugar

1955 Judge criticises Musicians Union for banning musicians playing for less than full fee for
prompting bankruptcy of bandleader Harry Bence

1977 Liberals agree a pact to keep Labour government in power

1981 Great train robber Ronnie Biggs is kidnapped from Brazil

25 March

1300 Date that Dante descends to the Inferno in The Divine Comedy

1751 Last occasion that this date was the first day of the year

1807 First occasion that passengers pay a fare to travel on a train

1920 Court of Appeal rules in Pole Carew v Craddock that a tax exemption granted in 1790
could be applied to income tax

1957 Formation of European Economic Community (EEC)

1970 High Court rules in Shell Petroleum Co Ltd v Carr on overspill relief

2013 European Union agrees a $10 billion bail-out for Cyprus

26 March

1885 First legal cremation in Britain, unknown woman at Woking

1928 Then record number of 5 million shares traded on New York Stock Exchange

1939 First commercial oil find in Britain, Eakring in Nottinghamshire

1945 Death of David Lloyd George, British prime minister

1969 High Court rules in Thomson v Gurneuville Securities Ltd on dividend stripping. Case is
appealed

2005 Death of James Callaghan, British prime minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer

27 March
1912 Birth of James Callaghan, British prime minister and Chancellor of the Exchequer
1948 Cheese ration is cut by half an ounce to 1% ounces a week



1961 First women traffic wardens start work, in Leicester

1964 Conviction of Great Train Robbers

1968 High Court rules in Lupton v FA & AB Ltd on dividend stripping. Case is appealed

1972 High Court rules in Bamford v ATA Advertising on tax allowability for money stolen by a
director

1972 High Court rules in Lucas v Cattell on tax allowability for home telephone

1995 Murder of Maurizio Gucci, Italian fashion businessman

28 March

1933 Hitler orders Germans to boycott Jewish shops

1944 Government votes to give women teachers the same pay as men

1964 Radio Caroline starts broadcasting as first pirate radio station

1965 American civil rights march where Martin Luther King makes | Have A Dream speech

1972 High Court rules in Coren v Keighley on netting off consideration for land

1973 High Court rules in Redditch Electro-Plating Co Ltd v Ferrebe on whether payment to
partners was directors’ remuneration

1979 Labour government loses vote of confidence and resigns

29 March

1871 Opening of Royal Albert Hall, London

1939 End of Spanish civil war with Franco as leader

1940 Metal strips introduced into Bank of England pound notes

1968 Rolls-Royce wins £150 million order for RB2-11 engines from Lockheed. It leads to
collapse of both companies

1971 High Court rules in Ball v Johnson that an employer prize for passing an examination is a
taxable benefit

1972 High Court rules in James v Pope on wilful default for tax

1988 Plans are announced for skyscrapers at Canary Wharf

1993 William Foust is sacked for fiasco when Hoover offer free flights to USA in marketing

1999 Dow Jones index exceeds 10,000 for first time

2010 Alistair Darling, Vince Cable and George Osborne take part in Radio 4 debate for
chancellor and shadow chancellors

30 March

1971 High Court rules in Clayton v Gothorp on tax for discharge of employee loan

2002 Death of Queen Mother

2012 George Galloway defies 200-1 odds to win by-election for Respect party

31 March

1911 Bill introduced to limit shopworkers to 60 hours a week

1924 Formation of Imperial Airways, first national British airline

1946 Reported that 10 million radio licences have been issued

1957 End of diesel rationing



1986 Greater London Council abolished

1990 Massive poll tax demonstration in Trafalgar Square

1 April

1680 Issue of first prepaid postage stamps, penny stamps in London

1918 Formation of Royal Air Force

1930 Abolition of Poor Law guardians

1933 Nazi government of Germany seizes bank accounts of all Jews

1938 Britain renounces treaty to resume building battleships

1947 Public Morality Council says artificial insemination is adultery

1947 School leaving age raised to 15

1948 Nationalisation of electricity industry

1949 Opening of Tokyo Stock Exchange

1966 Formation of British Airports Authority

1966 Labour wins general election giving Harold Wilson a bigger majority

1971 Britain lifts all restrictions on citizens owning gold

1971 High Court rules in Thurgood v Slarke on nature of neglect in tax

1973 Value added tax is introduced

1974 Many councils disappear in major reform of local authorities

1989 Charges introduced for eye tests

1989 Community charge (poll tax) is introduced in Scotland

1998 Stradivarius violin sells for £947,500, then record for a musical instrument

1999 Death of Jesse Stone, who wrote song Money Honey

2005 London congestion charge rises from £5 to £8

2 April

1792 Establishment of United States mint

1919 Court of Appeal rules in Williams v Singer on taxation of overseas income of UK trust
paid to non-resident beneficiary. Case is appealed

1976 British Rail sacks 27 employees for refusing to join a trade union

1987 Britain gives Japan three weeks to open financial markets to Britain or it will expel
Japanese banks

3 April

1860 Start of Pony Express in USA

1930 Announcement of merger between Rover, Lanchester and Standard car companies

1947 Formation of private medical company BUPA

1948 President Truman approves Marshall Plan for S5 billion aid to 16 countries

1998 Dow Jones Index exceeds 9,000 for first time

2000 Microsoft is found to have breached antitrust law in dealings with competitors

4 April

1812 President Madison imposes 90-day ban on US trade with UK



1877
1949
1950
1968
1975

First permanent installation of a telephone line, in Massachusetts

Formation of NATO

Customs search transatlantic liner in Liverpool and find it full of nylon stockings
Assassination of civil rights leader Martin Luther King

Founding of Microsoft

5 April

1834

1966
1976
1992
2010

The Times report that trade unions are boycotting Watney’s brewery because it will not
employ trade unionists

Shell announces a significant oil discovery off Great Yarmouth

Death of Howard Hughes, reclusive millionaire

Death of Sam Walton, founder of Wal Mart

Apple iPod goes on sale

6 April

1865
1909
1917
1944
1948
1955
1960
1988
1989
1990
1996
2010

Founding of German chemical company BASF

First credit unions formed, in USA

USA joins first world war

Introduction of Pay As You Earn (PAYE)

Increase in tax on investment income

Anthony Eden becomes prime minister

Dr Beeching asked to look at UK railway system

Abolition of Schedule B income tax, and housekeeper allowance
Abolition of dock labour scheme, introduced in 1947
Introduction of separate taxation of wives

Abolition of Schedule C income tax

Employment tribunal holds that a Christian nurse was fairly dismissed for wearing a
Cross

7 April

1770
1739
1860
1891
1924
1930
1938
1941
1947
1948
1986
2005

Birth of William Wordsworth, poet and tax surveyor

Death of Dick Turpin, highwayman

Birth of Will Keith Kellogg, founder of breakfast cereal company
Death of P T Barnum, American showman

First defeat of first Labour government, on rent restrictions
AA issues its millionth badge

Nazi government of Germany seizes Rothschild Bank
Wartime budget raises basic rate of income tax to 50%
Death of Henry Ford, US car maker

Founding of World Health Organisation

Amstrad buys the rights to Sinclair Computers

MG Rover car company goes into receivership



8 April

1801 Opening of first shop with plate glass window

1895 US Supreme Court holds that unapportioned income tax is unconstitutional
1908 Harvard University decides to form Harvard Business School

1933 Germany orders all non-Aryan officials to retire

1943 USA bans changing jobs, and increasing prices or wages, as a wartime measure
1985 Rupert Murdoch buys 25% of Twentieth Century Fox film company

9 April

1902 Incorporation of London Underground Electric Railway Company

1969 Sikh workers win right to wear turbans rather than hard hats on building sites
1992 Conservatives under John Major win general election

2002 National Lottery is rebranded as Lotto

2010 Petrol reaches 120p a litre

10 April

1710 Introduction of first copyright law in Britain

1919 High Court rules in College of Preceptors v Jenkins

1992 IRA explodes bomb at Baltic Exchange

2001 Tesco becomes first supermarket with annual takings above £1 billion

11 April

1855 First pillar boxes in London

1919 High Court rules in Cowan v Seymour on tax of payment to company secretary who
acted as liquidator. Went to appeal

1954 Most boring day of 20t century according to an analysis of news events

1972 Roy Jenkins resigns as Labour deputy leader in protest at European referendum

1989 Members of Abbey National vote in favour of conversion to bank

12 April

1908 Asquith becomes prime minister

1921 Ford announces it is now making one million cars a year

1943 Purchase tax raised to 100% on luxury items

1989 Hundreds of jars of Heinz baby food is removed when glass is found in one
2009 Marks and Spencer reduces its 90-day return policy to 35 days

13 April

1919 Price of petrol rises to 3s 6d a gallon

1921 Lloyd’s takes over Fox, Fowler & Co, the last English bank allowed to issue banknotes
1973 Court of Appeal rules in R v Patel on implications of a forged document in a tax case

14 April

1899 Registration of world’s oldest number plate, issued in Munich as 1



1912 Sinking of Titanic during night of 14/15 April

1931 First issue of Highway Code

1934 In Italy, Mussolini cuts salaries of bachelors, and increases their tax by 50%

1991 Dow Jones index closes above 3000 for the first time

15 April

1793 First issue of Bank of England £5 notes

1892 Founding of General Electric Company

1919 High Court rules in Turton v O’Brien

1923 First public showing of moving pictures to a paying audience

1929 Copyright in Peter Pan is donated to Great Ormond Street Hospital

1942 As a wartime measure, embroidery is banned on women’s underwear and nightwear

1947 Packet of 20 cigarettes price increased in Budget from 2s 4d to 3s 4d

1964 Ronald Biggs is found guilty of Great Train Robbery

16 April

1919 Court of Appeal rules in Earl Howe v CIR that life assurance premiums are not annual
payments

1970 Newly formed National Westminster Bank starts trading

1971 Actress Penny Brahms contests husband’s will in which she is living one shilling and four
nude photographs of herself

2010 Goldman Sachs is charged with $1 billion fraud

17 April

1956 Premium bonds are announced

1958 First parking tickets are issued

1986 Treaty formally ends war between Netherlands and Scilly Isles of 1651

18 April

1932 Introduction of business reply-paid envelopes

1949 Bob-A-Job week introduced by scouts

1968 London Bridge is sold to an American tycoon for £1 million

19 April

1661 Introduction of postmarks

1933 USA leaves gold standard

1967 Formal deed of partnership is executed for The Beatles

20 April

1937 Budget introduces national defence contributions, a new tax

1939 Government announces plans for a new Ministry of Supply

1952

Cheese ration is cut to one ounce a week



21 April

753 BC Founding of Rome

1926 Birth of The Queen

1947 Government says retailers must replace bad eggs given in rations
2010 Pearl and Dean, cinema advertising company, is sold for £1

22 April

1662 Formation of Royal Society

1833 First bus service by a mechanical vehicle
1864 USA mints first $2 coin

1918 Abolition of penny post

1980 Unemployed reaches 1% million

23 April

1850 Death of William Wordsworth, poet and tax collector

1924 Issue of first commemorative postage stamp, for Great Exhibition

1940 Purchase tax introduced as temporary wartime measure. Replaced by VAT in 1973
1968 First issue of decimal 5p and 10p coins

1983 First issue of £1 coins

24 April

1947 Government bans use of coal and gas fires until September

1975 Government gives £1.4 billion to British Leyland, nationalised car maker
1975 Unemployed reaches 1 million for first time

1981 IBM launches first personal computer

1990 Michael Milken pleads guilty to six offences relating to junk bonds

25 April

1901 New York becomes the first territory to require cars to have number plates
1928 First occasion that the Budget is broadcast

1938 First football pools

1943 Easter occurs on the last possible date. It will next happen in 2038

1946 Loaves are reduced by four ounces and brewing by 15% to save grain

1948 Milk ratio is increased from 2% pints to 3% pints a week

2012 Britain officially slips into double dip recession

26 April

1938 Income tax is raised to 5 shillings in the pound

1948 Introduction of GCE as new school exam

1956 Archbishop of Canterbury says premium bonds “debase the nation’s spiritual currency”
1971 Royal Ascot allows women to wear hot pants provided the overall effect is “satisfactory”
2010 Customers awarded £20 million in damages for burns from sofas made in China



27 April

1937 Golden Gate Bridge opens in San Francisco

1944 Government bans all overseas travel

1972 Five of Oxford’s 24 all-male colleges agree to admit women

1992 Betty Boothroyd becomes first woman speaker of House of Commons

2003 Major Ingram and Tecwen Whitlock are found guilty of cheating on Who Wants To Be A
Millionaire

28 April

1789 Captain Bligh and 17 men colonise Pitcairn Island after mutiny on The Bounty

1920 Court of Appeal rules in McLaughlin v Bailey on taxation of stallion fees

1925 Britain rejoins the gold standard

1947 Television and radio programmes resume after two months restriction to save energy
1961 Announced that Britain has applied to join European Common Market

2003 Launch of iTunes paid-for music download service

2004 Dixons announces closure of third of its shops because of poor sales

29 April

1874 Formation of Cremation Society to legalise cremation of human remains

1909 Lloyd George introduces controversial People’s Budget, imposing taxes on landowners
1993 Lloyd’s insurance market announces radical reorganisation after £6 billion in losses

30 April

1925 Formation of Distillers whisky group

1927 Opening of International Tobacco Exhibition in London; surgeons say no risk in smoking
1935 Price of petrol rises to 1s 6d a gallon

1945 Hitler commits suicide

1962 Comedian Peter Cook bails out Private Eye from financial difficulties

1 May

1707 Scotland and England unite as Great Britain

1876 Queen Victoria is declared Empress of India

1930 Cotton industry says it has been hit by declining sales of petticoats
1940 Postage for letters increased to 2%d (about 1p)

1949 Nationalisation of gas industry

1952 TWA introduces tourist class on airline. Other airlines follow

1961 Betting shops are made legal

2004 Ten states join European Union simultaneously

2 May

1670 Formation of Hudson Bay Company

1711 Authorised Version of the Bible goes on sale for ten shillings

1917 King asks citizens to eat a quarter less bread and avoid flour in pastry to help war effort



1918 General Motors acquires Chevrolet Motor Company

1933 Germany bans trade unions

1967 Government announces that Britain will apply again to join European Common Market

1990 In largest mugging, Nicholas Lane is robbed of bearer bonds worth £292 million

1997 Labour wins general election. Tony Blair becomes prime minister

3 May

1943 All women aged between 18 and 45 are ordered to do part-time work

1961 Estate agent Suzy Lamplugh disappears in London. She was presumed dead in 1994

1996 Royal Insurance and Sun Alliance insurance companies announce merger

2000 Datapoint, pioneering computer company files for bankruptcy

2012 Aviva shareholders vote against plans for a £2.7 million pay deal for executives

4 May

1896 First edition of Daily Mail

1904 Charles Roll and Henry Royce agree to start making cars

1916 Government extends conscription to married men

1926 Start of general strike

1966 Doctors given pay rise to £4,000 a year

1971 Court of Appeal rules in Bridge House (Reigate) Ltd v Hiner that extension of a sewer is
not plant

2001 Merger agreed between Halifax and Bank of Scotland to form HBOS

5 May

1700 William Penn starts monthly meetings for black people seeking emancipation

1908 US judge rules that moving pictures are within copyright law

1971 1% million workers protest against Industrial Relations Act

1971 House of Lords rules in Jones v Shell Petroleum Co Ltd on management expenses and
double taxation relief

1975 Radio-controlled bleepers become available

1980 SAS storm Iranian embassy in London to free 20 hostages

2000 Ken Livingstone is elected first (independent) mayor of London

2005 Labour wins general election for unprecedented third time

6 May

1569 First recorded lottery in England: at west door of St Paul’s Cathedral

1840 First sale of adhesive postage stamps for general use: penny blacks

1910 Death of Edward VIl and accession of George V

1953 Birth of Tony Blair, Scottish born British prime minister

1960 US Civil Rights Act is signed into law

1965 Parliament votes to nationalise the steel industry

1971 High Court rules in Horton v Young on taxation of travel from home to work

1994 Opening of Channel Tunnel

1997 Bank of England is given authority to set interest rates



1999 First elections for Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly

2010 General election leads to coalition government. David Cameron becomes prime minister

7 May

1840 Start of first known stamp collection

1908 Budget introduces first old age pensions at 5 shillings (25p) a week

1935 House of Lords finds in favour of Duke of Westminster in tax avoidance case

1945 Germany unconditionally surrenders

1956 Health minister refuses to condemn smoking as he does not believe it is harmful

1973 Release of Pink Floyd’s record Money

1998 Apple Computers unveil the iMac

8 May

1660 Parliament declares that Charles Il is king as it restores monarchy

1886 First production of Coca Cola

1945 Formal end to war in Europe

1947 Death of Henry Selfridge, founder of department store

1961 Tony Benn is banned from Commons because of his inherited peerage

2007 Dixons and other stores say they will no longer sell cassettes

2007 Power devolved in Northern Ireland with lan Paisley as first minister

9 May

1671 Thomas Blood dresses as a clergyman and tries to steal crown jewels

1800 Birth of John Brown, anti-slavery campaigner

1896 First British motor show: Horseless Carriage Exhibition in London

1949 Opening of first self-service laundrette in Britain

1951 Government agrees reduction in age for old age pension from 70 to 65 for men, and
from 65 to 60 for women

1972 House of Lords rules in Fleming v Associated Newspapers on tax allowability of
entertaining

1992 United Nations adopts convention on climate change

1996 Dame Shirley Porter and five officers from Westminster Council surcharged £31.6 million

2010 Harrods is sold for £1.5 billion

2012 Clinton’s Cards goes into administration

10 May

1774 Louis XIV becomes King of France

1869 Formation of first UK bicycle company: Coventry Machinists Co

1908 First known occasion that Mothers Day is observed in church

1922 Dr lvy Williams becomes first woman barrister

1940 Winston Churchill succeeds Neville Chamberlain as prime minister

1943

First British air hostesses start work



1967 Road Safety Act becomes law. It introduces breath tests

1975 Beatles’ company Apple Records is dissolved

2007 Tony Blair announces his resignation as prime minister

11 May

1931 Bankruptcy of Austria’s largest bank, Creditanstalt. Triggers financial crisis

1938 Price of refrigerators is reduced to £22

1946 Government sets up special team to deal with backlog of 50,000 servicemen divorces

2000 One billionth person on planet is born, it is estimated

2010 David Cameron becomes prime minister

12 May

1926 End of general strike

1935 Founding of Alcoholics Anonymous

1971 Court of Appeal case Fleming v Associated Newspapers on entertaining expenses. Case is
appealed

1999 Scottish Parliament sits for the first time

2003 Maximum holding of premium bonds increases from £20,000 to £30,000

2005 Malcolm Glazer acquires Manchester United for £790 million

2010 George Osborne becomes Chancellor of the Exchequer

13 May

1680 First fire insurance policies issued in Britain

1865 Last battle in American civil war

1913 Oxford University offers a diploma in business studies

1920 House of Lords rules in Rotunda Hospital v Coman held that a hospital was trading for
tax purposes when it let a building for entertainment

1942 Government postpones plans for fuel rationing in face of protests

1966 Kinks record Sunny Afternoon about a man who loses his property to the taxman

1993 Britain abandons income-related fines for criminal offences

2010 First open hearing in Court of Protection

14 May

1931 Bank of England reduces lending rate to 2.5%, lowest for 22 years

1939 Sam Goldwyn buys out Charlie Chaplin and others to control United Artists film studio

1948 State of Israel comes back into existence

1955 Formation of Warsaw Pact by eight Communist states

1957 End of emergency petrol rationing

1969 Court of Appeal rules in Lupton v FA & AB Ltd on dividend stripping. Case is appealed

1975 Frank Sinatra wins libel case against BBC for allegations linking him to the mafia

1984 Australia introduces the one dollar coin

2009 Question Times has record audience of 3.8 million when all questions were about MPs’

expenses and the MPs were openly booed and jeered



15 May

1252 Pope Innocent IV authorises the torture of heretics

1911 US Supreme Court orders the break-up of Standard Qil in an antitrust case

1930 First air hostesses start work, in lowa, USA

1939 Theatre managers agree with Equity trade union to pay actors £2 10s a week

1952 Meat ration increased to 1s 2d a week

1973 Prime minister Edward Heath makes “unacceptable face of capitalism” speech about
Lonrho

2011 Dominigue Strauss-Kahn, IMF chairman, is arrested for alleged sex with a chambermaid

16 May

1843 Licence issued for first telegram service

1928 Panic selling at start of Wall Street Crash

1952 House of Commons votes in favour of equal pay for women

1967 French President de Gaulle vetoes British membership of European Common Market for
a second time

1972 Chancellor of the Exchequer says that Customs cannot distinguish between a child’s skirt
and a miniskirt for tax purposes

1972 First financial derivatives market opens, in Chicago

1988 US Supreme Court rules that police do not need a warrant to sort through garbage

17 May

1861 First known package holiday: Whitsun Men’s Excursion to Paris

1877 First use of a telephone switchboard

1909 White firemen in Georgia, USA, go on strike in protest at hiring blacks

1918 Rationing laws relaxed to allow meat to be eaten every day

1920 House of Lords rules in Williams v Singer on overseas income of UK trust paid to non-
resident beneficiary

1971 Court of Appeal rules in Phillips v CIR on surtax avoidance

1976 Abba records Money Money Money

1990 World Health Organisation removes homosexuality from its list of diseases

18 May

1804 Napoleon is declared Emperor of France

1920 Oxford University gives women professors same status as men

1980 Mount St Helen erupts in Washington, killing 57 and causing $3 billion damage

2004 Alan Greenspan is appointed as chairman of US Federal Reserve for unprecedented fifth
term

19 May

1657 First classified advertisement in a newspaper

1898 Postcards may be legally sent through post

1902 Women win a court battle allowing them to serve behind a bar in Glasgow



1939 TUC votes not to oppose conscription

1970 Government announces plan to bail out Rolls-Royce

1991 USSR formally ceases to exist

20 May

1588 Spanish Armada sets sail to invade England

1818 Birth of William Fargo, founder of Wells Fargo traffic service

1942 US Navy signs up first black recruit

1948 Twenty civil servants are suspended for holding communist or fascist views

1988 Pubs allowed to stay open to 11pm

1993 House of Commons approves Maastricht Treaty creating European Single Market
2007 Record charitable donation: $7.41 billion from a Sheik to an educational foundation

21 May

1840 New Zealand is declared a British colony

1920 Government proposes a car tax

1927 First employee shareholding scheme introduced: by Southern Railways

22 May

1961 First telephone box where caller pays on hearing pips

1990 Microsoft releases Windows 3.0

2012 Serious Fraud Office accused of incompetence in court for raid on Vincent Tchengulz

23 May

1913 Edison invents a telephone recorder

1934 Gangsters Bonnie and Clyde are shot dead in ambush

1956 Report says that self-service shops encourage housewives to spend more
1979 Pop musician Tom Petty files for bankruptcy

2009 Archbishop of Canterbury warns against humiliating MPs in expenses scandal

24 May

1898 First journey made by an articulated lorry

1918 New York is allowed to hire black waiters because of war labour shortage
1954 IBM announces it has developed a computer for office use

1965 Government announces that Britain is to switch to metric system

25 May

1915 Formation of wartime coalition government

1927 Ford Motor Co stops production of Model T for Model A

1967 Enoch Powell MP calls Britain the “sick man of Europe”

1986 Five million people form a human chain in USA to raise funds for homeless

1994 Camelot wins contract to run National Lottery

2012 High Court rules that the football creditor rule does not discrimination against HMRC



26 May

1865 End of American civil war

1908 First major oil strike in Middle East, in what is now Iran

1932 House of Lords rules in Donoghue v Stevenson, snail in ginger beer case

1939 Bill becomes law introducing conscription

1950 End of petrol rationing

1970 England football captain Bobby Moore (falsely) held for theft of a bracelet

1971 Court of Appeal rules in CIR v Brown on surtax on securities

1976 Harold Wilson’s retirement honours list gives peerage to his secretary Marcia Williams
1999 Opening of Welsh Assembly

27 May
1863 Broadmoor Asylum is open for criminally insane

1955 Conservatives win general election. Anthony Eden is prime minister
1993 Norman Lamont is sacked as Chancellor of the Exchequer

2015 Seven executives of football body FIFA are arrested for fraud

28 May

1759 William Pitt the Younger becomes prime minister

1945 Capture of William Joyce, last man to be tried for treason in Britain
2010 AppleiPad goes on sale in Britain

2010 Start of London bicycle hire scheme

29 May

1871 First bank holiday in Britain

1902 Opening of London School of Economics

1922 Horatio Bottomley MP is jailed for fraud

1928 Merger of Chrysler and Dodge motor companies
1962 Shares lose £1 billion, biggest one day fall since 1929
2002 Vodafone reveals record loss of £13.5 billion

30 May

1939 First woman fellow appointed to a male Oxford college
1946 Bread rationing introduced

1980 EEC (now EU) agrees to a budget rebate for Britain

31 May

1678 Godiva Procession instituted in Coventry. It lasted to 1960

1902 End of Boer War

1929 General election again returns a hung parliament

1941 First US food ship arrives in London

1961 James Meredith, first black student at Mississippi University is escorted by federal
marshals



2010 BP shares lose £6.5 million as company fails to stop leak in Gulf of Mexico

2012 US democrat candidate John Edwards is cleared of election fund fraud

1 June

1874 Pullman carriages introduced on trains

1880 Installation of world’s first telephone box, in Connecticut, USA

1920 High Court rules in tax case Shaw v Lichfield Conduit Land Trustees

1935 Britain introduces driving test and L-plates

1946 Issue of first television licences

1950 Price of petrol increases to 3 shillings (15p) a gallon

1957 First draw of premium bonds

1966 AA increases its annual subscription from 2 guineas to 3, first increase since 1905

2 June

1868 First TUC conference of trade unions

1920 High Court rules in Meeking v CIR on annuity to reimburse tax

1932 First British train to have a buffet car

1941 Introduction of clothes rationing

1953 Coronation of the Queen

1962 Opening of Britain’s first legal casino

1992 Denmark votes against Maastricht Treaty

3 June

1920 High Court rules in Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School Trustees v Ryall that a Roman
Catholic school was a charity

1942 Government announces nationalisation of coal mines

1956 Third class rail travel is abolished

1976 Sterling falls to a new low of $1.73

4 June

1832 Great Reform Bill becomes law

1961 Price of a packet of 10 cigarettes rises to 1s 9d

2009 European elections. UKIP come second. BNP win two seats

5 June

1723 Baptism (and possible date of birth) of Adam Smith, Scottish economist

1924 Government stops Poplar Council paying outdoor relief to striking dockers

1931 German Chancellor warns that its banking system is on the point of collapse

1933 USA leaves the gold standard

1940 Government bans all strikes

1947 Start of Marshall Aid where USA provi